IVERSARY

e
&

-
*
N
Pe
]
o
w

e e W

(t\qur{fﬂ'

e

B
i 2

SEPTEMBER 1997
USA$395
" CANADA$4.95 -
UK'£2.30

Ll

0272651




COOK MONSTER

AN INTERVIEW WITH LOUDSPEAKER-DESIGN GURU VANCE DICKASON

UST AROUND THE TIME WHEN Car
STEREO REVIEW was first hitting
the newsstands a decade ago, Au-

dio Amateur Corporation published the

third edition of

Vance Dicka-
son's The Loud-
speaker Design
Cookbook. This
text, which
Dickason him-
self had quick-
printed and spi-
ral-bound in its
first two incar-
nations in 1977
and 78, finally
brought to the
masses a wealth
of information
about building
loudspeaker sys-
tems like no
other single resource had before (and. like-
ly. since). Any self-respecting do-it-vour-
selfer owns at least one edition.

Dickason (above) continued to improve
and expand the £LDC, and the fifth edition,
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released in 1995, sported additions like a
separate chapter on car sterco. a field that
has long benefited from the book’s expla-
nations of sealed and vented enclosures,
passive crossover networks, and Thiele—
Small parameters. The LDC has sold more
than 51,000 copies of its English version
and another 10,000 in foreign languages
like German. Dutch, French. and Por-
tuguese; it will soon be available in Span-
ish and Italian.

Dickason, now 50, says the book has
borne witness to his own education in au-
dio—an eduocation that has included 5
years as a keyboardist in a rock band; the
past 10 years as editor of Voice Coil, a
newsletter for loudspeaker designers; and
the past 4 years as a rep for Bravox, a large
OEM speaker company in Brazil. Even more
important. he has designed and verified
loudspeakers for respected companies
whose names we're all very familiar with
but. for obvious reasons. must remain off
the record here. Dickason spoke with us
from his home office in Portland. Oregon
about the past, present, and future of his
book and, of course, the wide world of car
stereo. —Joe Wiesenfelder

CAR STEREO REVIEW

CAR STEREO REVIEW: What inspired
you to write the very first spiral-bound
edition of The Loudspeaker Design
Cookbook?

VANCE DICKASON: I had a friend who
was an audiophile type. He kept telling me
there was stuff on loudspeakers you could
order from the classified ads in Audio mag-
azine, and he’d order them and then get
sent a page or two of semi-useless informa-
tion. He said, “Vance, you ought o do
something like that.” He was right.

CSR: Why was the LDC such a success?

DICKASON: Well, there’s not a lot of wild-
ly original things in there. Ok, there’s a
few, but it's an outstanding précis of every-
thing you need to know, and also a resource
of where to go to get more information. It's
really profusely referenced. It offers a
broad spectrum of system-design informa-
tion, all the way from understanding how
to put transducers in enclosures to puiting
crossovers on them.

When Ed Dell, the publisher of Audio
Amateur Corporation, tracked me down






